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of his humor, and his constant interest in public
affairs.

Mr. Whittier's editorial work upon partisan
papers developed a taste for politics and ambition
for political preferment, as shown by letters now
for the first time published. These letters do not
fairly represent him when judged by the tenor of
his later life, but without them we could have no
true idea of his early manhood, and of the great
change which marked his religious, literary, and
political life when about twenty-seven years of
age. Previous to this time, while irreproachable
in morals, no deep conviction of duty seems to
have nerved him to self-denying, heroic action.
He was evidently looking forward to a political
rather than a literary career. Comparatively little
has hitherto been known of the first thirty years
of his life, beyond the fact that he edited political
papers in Boston, Haverhill, and Hartford, and it
may surprise his friends of the present generation
to find that he was an aspirant for congressional
honors, which, but for the constitutional limit as
to age, he had a fair prospect of obtaining, in a
district where he enjoyed exceptional popularity.
As a power in politics, even when working in a
small minority, Whittier has never been rightly
estimated. In several of his poems he speaks of
his consecration to the cause of freedom as involv-
ing a change in all the motives of his life; but